Ifa Lethu at the London Olympics 2012
“Coming Home”, the
travelling exhibition of
works repatriated by the
Ifa Lethu Foundation , was
sponsored for the London
Olympics by the
Department of Arts and
Culture South Africa, and
was staged at the
Bargehouse, Oxo Tower
Wharf, London, SE1 9PH
from 27 June –to 12 August
2012.

The Exhibition
The exhibition of 40 paintings,
prints and drawings, as well
as 14 Resistance Posters was
curated from the Ifa Lethu
permanent collection of art
made during the apartheid
years. The art has been
repatriated by the Foundation
as much of it was taken out of
the country due to a lack of
interest by museums and
collectors. The majority of
the artworks were made by black artists who struggled to survive in difficult economic
circumstances.
Exhibiting this collection during the Olympic Games was highly significant as the International Sports
Boycott against South Africa has been considered as one of the main initiatives which brought about
the end of apartheid. South Africa was banned from the Olympics for over 30 years and now can
take its rightful place in this event. This curated exhibition provides images which lead to discussion

about life during apartheid and also emphasizes the fact that artists never lost their hope and faith
and played an important role in liberation.

London Venue
The venue of the Oxo Bargehouse was chosen mainly for its location on South Bank and its proximity
to the Ekhaya project at Queen Elizabeth Theatre. This proximity led to a connection between the
two venues with audiences being attracted to both.
The gallery is a non-profit space which is part of the Oxo complex of buildings. It is an old building
and the space of 3 floors suited the exhibition well. As written by Susanne Verdonk of the London
Bureau for Independent Newspapers.
“One of the excitingaspects for the exhibition is the venue. The gallery, with its brick walls peeling off
paints, stained windows and makeshift staircases looks as if it had to fight battles of its own. The
derelict feel of the building lends the perfect atmosphere for the Struggle art”

Marketing
A commemorative 2012 Olympic Games catalogue was produced for the exhibition. This 94 page
publication was given free to interested visitors to the exhibition and serves as a historic record of
the artists and the event. Copies will also be given to South African archives.
EDUCATIONAL BROCHURE - An educational brochure was produced with information about the
context of the exhibition. This gave background information about issues such as Apartheid, Mines
and Works Act, Sports Boycott, Ifa Lethu, Group Areas Act and various artists.
FLIERS – Several thousand fliers promoting the exhibition were distributed at various galleries on
SouthBank and also the Ekhaya venue.
POSTERS – Posters advertising the exhibition were placed along SouthBank and 4 A Frame posters
were placed in the public area outside the gallery.
BANNER – 2 large information banners were placed in the exhibition venue
See Appendix B for posters, flyers and banners.

AUDIENCE
4200 visitors attended the exhibition

Visitors from DAC: Xoliswa Phenya, Cultural
development Officer, Masali Baduza, Veliswa
Baduza, Chief Operating Officer, Winnie Nkhuna
Marketing Officer

As London was buzzing with people from all corners of the globe, the exhibition got exposed to
people from places such as Canada, Italy, Sweden, China, New Zealand, USA and Latvia. The
information that we collected from the comments tells us that the highest number of visitors was
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from London, followed by the rest of England.
A selection of comments
 “Feni (for the Children) has made me go home and paint today.”
 “Liked Flute Player, found some images depressing but that’s what Apartheid was –
depression and suppression.”
 “Brilliant. It was very moving. Some real emotion behind the artwork and it is a great
collection of work. Loved the gallery space.”
 “Really fine lot of art and looks wonderful. Needs more people to see it! The Foundation is
a great idea and this is an important collection. Thank you.”
 “It was interesting and educational. Good exposure to South African art which I hadn’t seen
before.”
 “Absolutely astounding exhibition, beautifully curated and incredibly powerful.”
 “Truly inspiring artists who express themselves and their struggle so powerfully. Amazing
venue. Good luck! You should be in the Tate.”
 “The most wonderful exhibition I have ever seen.”
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